ENDS AND MEANS
of unthinking and habitual decency and humaneness, upon
which all forms of tolerable social life are based. The
English are, on the whole, a good-humoured and kindly
people. This is due, not to any extra dose of original
virtue in them, but to the fact that the last successful
invasion of their island took place in 1066 and their last
civil war (a most mild and gentlemanlike affair) in 1688.
It should be noted, moreover, that the kindliness of the
. English manifests itself only at home and in those parts
of their empire where there has been for some time no
war or threat of war. The Indians do not find their rulers
particularly kindly. And, in effect, the ethical standards
of Englishmen undergo a profound change as they pass
from the essentially peaceful atmosphere of their own
country into that of their conquered and militarily occupied
Indian Empire. Things which would be absolutely un-
thinkable at home are not only thinkable, but do-able and
actually done in India. The Amritsar massacre, for example.
Long immunity from war and civil violence can do more
to promote the common decencies of life than any amount
of ethical exhortation. War and violence are die prime
causes of war and violence. A country where, as in Spain,
there is a tradition of civil strife, is far more liable to civil
strife than one in which there exists a long habit of peaceful
co-operation.
We see, then, that large-scale manipulation of the social
order can do much to preserve individuals from temptations
which, before the reforms were made, were ever present
and almost irresistible. So far so good. But we must not
forget that reforms may deliver men from one set of evils,
only to lead them into evils of another kind. It often
happens that reforms merely have the effect of transferring
the undesirable tendencies of individuals from one channel
to another channel! An old outlet.for some particular
wickedness is closed; but a new outlet is opened. The
18